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Dining Room in Observatory Hill House Tour, 2017.
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Second floor living room with outdoor patio in Allegheny West House Tour, 2017.

Homebuying Advice for 2018 Market
By Christa Ross
RE/MAX Select Realty

Kitchen in Brithgon Heights House Tour, 2017.
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The 2018 spring market is off
to a strong start but continuing low
inventory means there are fewer
homes to look at, and those that are
in good condition and priced right
are selling fast. Multiple offers are
becoming common and sellers are
getting the opportunity to get higher
prices than in the past few years.
The other news of 2018 is rising interest rates; however it is important for buyers to keep in mind
that we are still enjoying historically low rates, right now around 4
percent for buyers with good credit.
There is no reason to let a small increase stop you from buying this
year, although it may encourage
you to move faster, as they will
likely continue to inch up.
So if now is the time for you to
purchase a home, then you should
start by finding an experienced real
estate agent to work with. Agents
can help you find a good lender,
guide you on what questions to ask,
help you define your criteria for the
right home, and set up a search direct from the multi-list to make sure
you are the first one to know when
homes come on the market. An experienced agent is also valuable at
pointing out things to be concerned
about when looking at homes and
when to get expert advice on certain
issues. Having a person that has
been through hundreds of transac-

tions as your guide will give you
confidence in your decision making.
You also need to do your financial homework. Once you start
looking you don’t want any delays
in making an offer if your dream
home pops up. That means knowing how much you can afford, what
a lender is willing to loan you and
having your pre-approval in hand.
Loans come in many different types:
conventional loans with a range of
down payment amounts, VA loans
for vets, loans for doctors, teachers
and other occupations, FHA loans
that let you bring minimal cash to
closing, rehab loans for houses that
need work and loans specifically
for certain communities or buyers
of certain income levels. The type
of loan you get will be a result of
the amount of money you have
for a down payment, your desired
monthly payment and the type of
home you are buying.
Finally, it is time for the fun
part – finding your home. By working with an experienced agent and
a good lender you will be set up to
make an offer as soon as you walk
into the perfect home for you.
If you’re considering buying a
home, or selling, and want to talk
further you can find more information on my website at www.bestpittsburghhomes.com or contact me
directly at 724-779-1437.
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Ask An Attorney
By Matthew D. Gailey
Gailey Law Group
A large majority of
individuals in this country live in
individual homes.
Occasionally, I am asked
about defects related to homes.
This month’s article will focus on
problems with hidden defects with
homes at the time of sale.
Generally speaking, when
purchasing homes in Pennsylvania,
the common law mandates that the
buyer must beware. Essentially,
a buyer buys a house “as is,”
including with any faults in the
home. This is why it is always good
practice to insure that a quality
home inspector thoroughly inspects
the home prior to the home being
purchased so that flaws in the home
can be discovered.
However, the general rule
that the buyer must beware is not
unlimited. In Pennsylvania, it is
against the law for a seller to fail to

disclose in writing to prospective
buyers about defects known to the
seller at the time of the sale. A seller
can be found liable if they fail to
disclose about a known defect, for
instance an open pit on the portion
of the property.
There are also different
types of actions that can be brought
in these matters. A buyer who can
demonstrate that the seller actively
hid a defect from the buyer can
sue the seller for fraud. A seller
can also be sued for negligent
misrepresentation if the seller
should have known the defect
existed or had not been repaired.
In any case, it is important for
new homeowners to thoroughly
document any problems with their
new homes so that it can aid in the
future should litigation become
necessary.
If you have any questions
about these complex contractual
disputes, please feel free to give
my office a call.
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Q&A with horticulturist, Rich Liberto

In part of a new home and garden
series, local landscape designer and
Northside resident Rich Liberto
shares his advice on spring cleanup
and how to best dispose of debris
and compost.
NS Chronicle: With warm weather around the corner, when is the
best time to start thinking about
a spring cleaning? Should the
weather be fair for a few days or
is it OK to cram everything into
one day?
Rich Liberto: The spring cleanup
can most definitely commence now.
Spring bulbs have begun to break
ground as have some early blooming perennials. Now is the time to
remove the fall leaves from your
(or neighboring) trees and any other
debris (plant or otherwise) that
may have accumulated. Also, it’s
the ideal time in which to cut down
ornamental grasses that bloomed
last fall.
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NSC: When clearing a
garden, is there any sort
of underbrush that can
be re-used?
RL: Yes and no. It’s mostly safe to “repurpose,” as
compost, the leaves that
may have accumulated in
your plantings from the
fall. Beyond that, it’s best
to discard any other debris
as it may contain harmful fungal spores from the
previous years’ season
and/or harbor harmful
insect eggs.
NSC: What invasive
plants should be avoided
this season?
RL: ANY plant that is remotely
considered to be – or is unequivocally defined as – invasive should
be avoided. Sadly many invasive
(introduced) species are displacing
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the native or beneficial plants that
support wildlife, especially the pollinators. Plants to avoid are: Rose
of Sharon, Japanese Honeysuckle,
most bamboos, Boston Ivy, Japanese Barberry, Silvergrass (miscanthus grass) and Purple Loosestrife,

to name a few.
NSC: Is there specific type of
plant or fertilizer that is more
successful in Pittsburgh’s rigid
climate, one that can help keep
Continued Garden, Page 21
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Landscape & garden advice
from Rich Liberto
one’s garden fresh
in the summer and
healthy throughout the fall/winter
months?
RL: I strongly urge
that homeowners take
soil samples from their
gardens in order to
get an exact reading
of the pH balance and
any potential nutrient
deficiencies. A “soil
test kit” can be ordered
online from Penn State
Cooperative Extension (https://extension.
psu.edu/soil-testing)
or from a local garden
center that sells them.
As an all-purpose garden fertilizer, use one
labeled as a 10-10-10
garden fertilizer that
can be used on all gardens including trees,
shrubs, and perennials.
As always, follow the
instructions on the bag.
Another all-purpose
fertilizer is Osmocote
(14-14-14) which is a
slow-release fertilizer
with a longer residual.
It too may be used on
all gardens and landscape plants.
NSC: When starting
a vegetable garden
especially within the
city, what should be
the three most important factors to look
at, aside from space?
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Ecclectic styles showcased in Troy Hill’s first annual House Tour, 2017.

RL: In order of importance: sun orientation. It’s always best to
maximize the amount
of sunlight for veggie
gardens approximately
6 to 8 hours a day.

Secondly, a location
that is easily accessible
either from the garage
(or shed) for carrying
all your supplies; or
close proximity to the
kitchen door if you
are growing a lot of
culinary herbs! Lastly,
be realistic about the
amount of time that
you’ll need to devote
towards maintenance.
We are all revved up in
the spring after a long
winter and eager for
digging in the dirt and
eating fresh, organic
veggies! However, one
can be overzealous,
only to realize the time
restrictions that come
along with gardening.
I’ve seen many gardens go by the wayside when a homeowner feels overwhelmed
by lack of sufficient
time to maintain the
garden.
NSC: After the debris
and dead leaves/trees
are removed from
a garden/property
is there any place
to dispose of them
within Pittsburgh?
Are there any organic
reuses?
RL: First off, everyone who gardens ought
to have a compost

pile in a designated
location! I recall my
grandparents referring
to compost as “black
gold” and utilizing it,
once decomposed, in
all their flower and
vegetable gardens. If
space is limited for
a compost pile, there
is a drop-off center*:
AgRecyle Compost
Center (412-242-7645)
located in Point Breeze
or the City of Pittsburgh has public locations open Monday
thru Friday 8:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. One on
the East End is located
at East End Drop-Off
Center 6814 Hamilton
Ave, 412-665-3609
and a West End Dropoff Center is located
at 1330 Hassler St.,
412-937-3054. Public
Works drop-off locations will accept brush,
grass, leaves and
branches (4’’ diameter
or less).
*Drop-off locations
may charge a small
fee.
Rich Liberto is a horticulturist, consultant
and designer and owner
of Liberto Landscape
Design.
He can be reached at:
radesign11@gmail.com.
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